First World Flight Exhibition Catalog

INCLUDED: 10 Panels (various sizes), one television with looping 10 minutes of historic footage.

PANEL SIZES

1@11"x 14"
1@ 48" x60"
3@ 24" x 36"
4 @ 48" circles

1@40.5" x35.5"

As Americans celebrated the first successful cross country fights,
jan realizing their own ambitions to be the first to
Service aviators took off on a

Only two planes would survive the journey.

When World War I, the first major cor o aircraft, came to conditions woud threstan the uccetsof the lgh at avary turn. An
all-American airplane that could withstand the journey didn'

winning wars to winning public nterest in A
| Mason Patrick, Chief of the United St
Would not see America, the birthplace of aeronautics, left
behind in the race.

1t was 1918, and most Americans had never seen an airplane. Army Air
Service pilots flew demonstrations at county fairs around the
country. They set new records in speed, altitude and duration.

AND SO, IN PLANES MADE OF WOOD, CLOTH AND WIRE, WITH NO RADIOS TO
COMMUNICATE BETWEEN EACH OTHER OR THEIR GROUND SUPPORT, WITHOUT
PARACHUTES OR LIFE VESTS, EIGHT BRAVE MEN EMBARKED FROM SEATTLE ON

THE FIRSTWORLD FLIGHT

RELIVE THE ADVENTURE.
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“AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED
TO SEND A FLIGHT OF OUR
ARMY AIRPLANES AROUND

THE WORLD...TO SECURE

FOR THE UNITED STATES,

THE BIRTHPLACE OF
AERONAUTICS, THE
HONOR OF BEING THE
FIRST COUNTRY TO
ENCIRCLE THE
WORLD ENTIRELY

BY AIR TRAVEL.”

MAJOR-GENERAL
MASON PATRICK

CHIEF OF THE UNITED.
STATES ARMY AIR SERVICE

NOVEMBER 6, 1923

FOR AMERICA TO HAVE A CHANCE TO WIN THIS RACE,

coordinate

[AMERICANS READY TO EMBARK ON GREATEST OF ALL AIR ADVENTURES

THUS AMERICA BECINS one of the
largest peacetime military operations.
in history. General Patrick assembles.

arobust

every detail of the Fliers’ route. They

with the Coast Guard, -

Navy, Army and diplomatic corps to
gather maps and climate information
from the Equator to the Arctic.

each station, are deposited along
the route.

THEY WOULD NEED A NEW MODEL OF AIRPLANE

CAPABLE OF MAKING THE LONG AND TREACHEROUS
JOURNEY AND THE BEST FLIERS IN THE COUNTRY.

THE GRU

DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT COMPANY was chosen to

craft a plane to United States

s Army Air Service

specifications that could take on the journey. In

only 45 o
design

ays, Donald Douglas
the Doug!

s and Jack Northrup.

World Cruiser, an

kpit biplane that would be powered by
a12-cylinder, 450-horsepower Liberty engine.

It was decided that four of Douglas Cruisers
would be sent on the journey, in hopes that at
least one might make it the whole way round.
T

lanes were named for four major U.S. PREPA
ies, from the four points on a compass: Chi-
, Seattle, Boston and New Orleans.
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governments and supervise the
ibution of supplies.

HUNDREDS APPLIED TO BE ONE OF THE FOUR WORLD FLIERS.

1STLT. LEIGH WAD!
2ND LT. JOHN HARDING

15T LT, LOWELL SMITH
LY. LESLIE ARNOLD

SEATTLE

FROM JANUARY TO MID-MARCH 1923, the pilots
trained their minds and bodies for the task. They
studied wind velocity, storm behavior, and the
weather conditions of each of the countries they.
would fly through. Alongside their chos
mechanics, they familiarized themselves with a
proto-type model of the Douglas World Cruiser.

DOCK TO BE BUILT
FOR WORLD FLIERS
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As the Navy Destroyers settled into position and
advance officers smoothed the path ahead, the.
Fliers pick up their Douglas World Cruisers in Santa.
Monica and make their final test flight to Seattle.
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Executive Order 9981

IN 1916, WHEN THE United States Army Air Service was formed, only white soldiers
were allowed. The first black military aviators to fly in the Air Service were the Tuskegee
Alrmen during WWII, but it wasn't until Executive Order 9981 was enacted in 1948 that
persons of color were integrated into the United States Armed Forces.
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JUNE 20 — JULY 17, AUGUST 2 — SEPT. 28, 1924

“AS WE DREW NEAR LAKE WASHINGTON...WE BROKE OUR V-FORMATION AND
FLEW ABROAD OVER SAND POINT FIELD, SO THAT EACH PLANE SHOULD FINISH
THE FLIGHT AT THE SAME TIME. BEANEATH US WE SAW A WELCOME SIGN, ONE
HUNDRED AND FIFTY FEET LONG AND WITH LETTERS TWENTY FEET HIGH” - SMITH

LANDING AT SAND POINT

OFFICIALLY, THE WHEELS OF THE CHICAGO touched lhe i 000
field at 1:28pm on September 28th, 1924 at Sand Point Airfield. Sepe Spene
Seatile to Seattl it had taken ther 175 cays, fying 26, 545 miles in Uitending ™
a total of 363 hours and 7 minutes.

BRINGING THE WORLD TOGETHER

“FIFTY THOUSAND CITIZENS OF SEATTLE GAVE US A
MAGNIFICENT RECEPTION...COUPLES ARRANGED THEIR
\GES TO COINCIDE WITH THE TERMINATION OF
ST DG L e AT L e
OF WEARING BEAUTY PATCHES CUT IN
su.uouzn'z OF ADOUGLAS CRUISER. THEY WERE EVEN
NAMING BABIES FOR US.

“The following afternoon, Seattle friends took us out to Sand Point

shaft fifteen feet high with a globe at the top surmounted by a pair of
bronze wings. On one side was a bronze plate bearing our names and
the dates of our departure and return. We had certainly never
expected to see our names on a monument until we were under it.”
-SMITH

“IT SEEMED TO ME THAT THE AIRPLANE WAS DESTINED TO BE
THE AGENT THAT WOULD BRING THE RACES OF THE WORLD
INTO SUCH INTIMATE CONTACT WITH EACH OTHER THAT
THEY WOULD NO MORE FEEL INCLINED TO WAGE WARS...IF
OUR FLIGHT HELPS IN ANY WAY TO HASTEN THIS ERA, WE

SHALL BE REPAID A MILLION TIMES OVER FOR OUR EFFORTS.”
- ERIK NELSON, WORLD FLIER

50 IT WAS THAT AMERICA claimed the honor of being the
first to circumnavigate the globe by air, proving the skil of her
engineers and courage of her aviators to the world. The success of
the world flight was also largely owed to collaboration between the
twenty two countries on the flight path.
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In accomplishing the post-WWI goals of the United States

Army Air Force to foster public interest and trust in

American_aeronautics, we can safely say that the
World Flight went above and beyond.

For Seattle, the historic flight helped to push
Congress to develop a Naval Air Station at
Sand Point and in 1929, Naval Station Puget
Sound was created. It operated for many
years a5 an education facility for naval

LAND

For more than 12,000 years the Sand
Point peninsula in northeast Seattle
was a hunting grounds for the People
of the Lake, now called the Duwamish
tribe.

They hunted beaver, ducks, deer and.
bear and fished in the shallow 30 acre
lake connected to Lake Washington
that was the spawning ground for
cutthroat trout and steelhead. Giant,
cedars and firs grew around the lake.

Their large communal homes were just
south on Wolf Bay inwhat is now called
Windermere.

Then in about 1850 the first non-native
people arrived.

These farmers greatly changed the
landscape, cutting trees down and
planting crops. Sand Point was outside
the city limit then but parts of it
became both a county and a city park.

After WWI Bill Boeing and others
advocated for an airport and Sand
Point Airfield became Seattle's first
airport in 1920. The Navy took over
the airfield financed by county bonds
and the public airport moved to Boeing
Field in 1927,

Boeing put together planes at Sand
Point, the First Around the World
Flight took off here in 1924 and
Lindbergh landed here in 1927.

But this is a story about that
remarkable trip around the world and
across two oceans for the first time
since Magellan circle the world by
boat in 1520,

craft
from that era, suffering a similar fate as
the Boston, lay submerged at the
bottom of Lake Washington to this
day.

Today, though its airfield runways
were torn down in the 1970s,
Magnuson Park’s aviation history
remains visible in its national
designation as the Sand Point Naval Air
Station Historic District and in its
principal monument, standing sentinel at
the entrance to the park.

THIS EXHIBITION BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
FRIENDS OF MAGNUSON PARK - 4CULTURE - MERCY HOUSING




“The exhibit is THE best retelling of [the First World Flight] story in nearly a century and it is
indeed the time to retell it. In doing so you are reminding us of an era when we had a sense
of purpose, of hope and ambition, a perception that we could be leaders in the world”
Leonard Garfield, Museum of History and Industry (Seattle)

EXHIBIT OPENS OCTOBER 2020 AT WARREN C. MACNUSON PARK

AND SO, IN PLANES MADE OF WOOD, CLOTH AND WIRE, WITH NO RADIOS TO
COMMUNICATE BETWEEN EACH OTHER OR THEIR CROUND SUPPORT, WITHOUT
PARACHUTES OR LIFE VESTS, EICHT BRAVE MEN EMBARKED FROM SEATTLE ON

THE FIRST WORLD FLIGHT

RELIVE THE ADVENTURE.

First World Flight Exhibition Catalog

ALSO INCLUDED:
- Advertising language and editable poster file

- Customizable panel and font/color package for
your designer to create an exhibit panel specific to
your site.

- 25 Instagram and/or Facebook-ready posts
highlighting moments of The First World Flight to
share on social media
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